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I have to start this Newsletter with the very sad news that Will had to be put down at the 
beginning of December.   Will had a lump on his neck which the vet was treating but 
unfortunately it wasn’t responding to treatment and he had a seizure or a possible stroke.   
His illness was short and the kindest thing was to put him out of any pain.   Will came to us 
about eight years ago from Ireland and in the time we had him he was such a genuine and 
honest pony and did his job of helping our riders with no questions asked.  He will be 
greatly missed by us all, especially those who rode him each week.  A big thank you goes to 
Jacky and her staff at Oakland’s who were so kind and understanding all through Wills last 
days.  
 
We only has two new riders this term, 3 year old Poppy and 5 year old Lily who ride in our 
9.30 – 10am session on Tuesday mornings.  They quite by chance knew each other before 
riding and are good friends.  We have six riders in this session and they all really enjoy 
themselves.  Logan who rides Sooty in our first session on Tuesdays was getting on really 
well until he fell out of a tree at school and broke his leg!  He missed a few rides at the end 
of term.  Isabella who rode Will is now on Tor which is quite a challenge for her but she is 
coping well.  Eight pupils from WESC rode this term and on the last day of riding Pearl was 
awarded with the Hannah Batterbee Trophy for Endeavour by Hannah’s father Paul.  Pearl 
has been a star rider this term, especially, and has progressed enormously, willing to 
interact more and is much more verbal.  The Most Improved Rider Trophy went to Brandon 
who over the year has been trying very hard, listening and thoroughly enjoying playing 
games and is always very jolly.   
 
The first ride on Wednesday is down to four at the moment because we had to stop Julian 
coming for various reasons.  Holly decided she didn’t want to ride any more but, hopefully, 
we will have replacement riders next term.  All the other sessions are going well and in 
particular Linda our amputee rider is going from strength to strength. 
 
Felicity and I went on a Coaches Training Course at Duchy College in October.  This was 
taken by Mark Cunliffe, Southwest Regional Coach, and it was a very good informative day.  
We came away feeling we had learnt something. 
 
Fifteen Volunteers came at the beginning of term to a ‘Back to Basics’ training morning with 
Peggy Douglas.  She took us through correct leading, side walking, mounting etc and was 
very open to questions.  It was good for us all as we had got into a few bad ways!! We had a 
fun sharing lunch afterwards. 
 
Alice and I were assessed by Peggy in November and the new Coaches Pathway is much 
simpler thank goodness, not so much paperwork.   We are OK for another three years! 
 
The Lions Club of Exeter West held a Race Night at The Exeter Golf and Country Club in 
October and one of the beneficiaries of the evening was our Group. Eight of us went, Tina, 



Gill, Sue V, Caroline, Felicity, Alice, Val and her husband Andrew.  It was a fun evening and a 
few weeks later Clare and I were presented with a cheque for £500.00. 
 
We have been really struggling with the University Student volunteers this term.  I don’t 
know what went wrong – there seemed to be no commitment from them except for one 
lovely German girl, Lena, who came each week.  I have emailed Ellie, who organises thing 
from the University end,  and hopefully she will encourage more to come next term!  We do 
need more helpers on Wednesday in particular. 
 
Gill won the hamper in the Raffle and our 50p collection for the 50th Anniversary of RDA 
made an amazing £235.00.  We held a Coffee Morning for the first time on the last Saturday 
of November in the Cafe at the stables.  We had a steady flow of people through and we 
will try and hold another one in the summer in the better weather.  £206.40 was raised. 
 
Our finances have been very good this term.  A friend of Val’s donated £1000.00 which was 
very generous, and the £500.00 from the Lions.     Sale of tack donated made £50 and 
£63.64 from collections boxes at Bernaville Nurseries, £91.00 from the Raffle, £50.00 from 
Sid and Otter Riding Club, £50.00 from a rider’s family, a £10.00 donation and £5.85 in the 
collection box at the stables.  The Northcote Theatre donated pantomime tickets for Beauty  
and the Beast and these raised another £50.00 so all in all thanks to a lot of generous 
people we have done very well.  
 
Although the Carol Service at Oaklands on 9th December was for Devon County our Group 
was very involved and hands on.  It was a lovely evening with over 90 people attending.  
Clare read one of the lessons and Rosie played her keyboard for us to accompany the 
carols.  Zoe from WESC came and so enjoyed herself singing all the carols word perfectly!   
 
It looks as though we will have to look for a new pony so more fundraising will be needed.  
We can talk about this next term, but in the meantime, if anyone knows of any suitable 
small cob that would do our work please let Alice or Sue know. 
 
We restart on TUESDAY 14TH AND WEDNESDAY 15TH JANUARY 2020. 
 
HAVE A VERY  HAPPY NEW YEAR! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  


